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An Investigation into the Legitimacy Debate on Blood Transfusions
in 1930s China Legal, Medical, and Ethical Perspectives

WANG Yusen

Abstract:

Overview The following debates on the legitimacy and morality of blood transfusion technology developed in
1930s China.

Various opinions regarding the incident of the Blood Transfusion Group in 1936, which happened in Guangci
Hospital, are explained in the first part of the paper. Critical analysis of the diverse opinions from a legal and
medical point of view reveals some of the social values of China during those times.

From this polarized debate, ethical dilemmas are weighed by applying the four principles of bioethics. And the
article now proceeds to make a comparison between the traditional medicine of China and the practice of
medicine in the West to explore how these different paradigms influenced societal attitudes and a process for
accepting blood transfusion technology. It also details how the outbreak of war propelled and served as a
catalyst in increasing reception within society for medical technologies.

It debates legal, medical, and ethical issues concerning the conflict and integration of traditional versus modern

ideas in China and the influence of War on the understanding of modern medicine.

Keywords: blood transfusion, selling blood, history of medicine, bioethics, Republic of China
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